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Carvers from two of the world’s great carving traditions come 
together. A First Nations carver from Canada travels into the 
jungles of Papua New Guinea and a New Guinea carver 
travels to urban Canada. Together, they share each other’s 
cultures and learn about the myths and legends that inform 
their individual artistic styles. In the Spring of 2006 John 
Marston, a young Coast Salish carver from Vancouver Island 
who has already gained a strong reputation for his innovative 
approach to traditional Coast Salish styles, visited Teddy 
Balangu, a carver from the Sepik River of Papua New 
Guinea. Teddy returned to Canada where he was the artist in 
residence at the Museum of Anthropology at the University of 
British Columbia for 5 months.

What strikes the eye as one looks from John’s art to Teddy’s 
is the similarity of forms and lines found in Coast Salish and 
Sepik River pieces. The Coast Salish carvings include killer 
whales, ravens and eagles; the Sepik pieces include 
crocodiles, cassowaries and hornbills. But both speak of 
culture, tradition and art.

The exchange inspires the most magnificent projects either of 
the carvers has ever undertaken.
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