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An Endangered Pictures Production in association with Film Victoria and Screen Australia.

On 6 April 1966, in the Australian suburb of Westall, hundreds 
of students, staff and local residents watched as a strange 
object hovered overhead for several minutes, landed briefly, 
then lifted off and vanished. Witnesses described it as low 
flying, silver-grey and shiny, shaped like a ‘cup turned upside 
down on a saucer’ and accompanied by five light aircraft.

The incident was reported on television news that night and in 
the local newspapers. But despite the evidence, that day at 
Westall High School, the headmaster called a special assem-
bly. He told students and staff that they had not seen a flying 
saucer – in fact, they hadn’t seen anything at all. And they 
were not to talk about it to anybody. Afraid of being ridiculed or 
punished, many witnesses kept the secret of that day. Some 
are still angry about not being believed. Others say the 
incident has affected their lives and continues to haunt them 
today.

Forty-four years on, amateur sleuth Shane Ryan is stirring up 
the past. Motivated by a deep sense of injustice at how the 
students were treated, he’s tracking down former students 
and staff and searching for the authorities that presided over 
the day.
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WESTALL ‘66:
A Suburban UFO Mystery


